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Everyday the sun rises and conveys the message that darkness will always be
obfuscated by light. Let us all follow the same and enjoy the festive spirit with a
positive mind and an exuberant spirit by adhering to all the physical precautions and
safety norms with an open heart.

May the celebrations last forever!

ADITYA BIRLA VANI BHARATI
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THE GENERATIONAL ATTHRE

The stature and the panache of an Indian woman gets
highlighted when she wears a saree as she looks truly Indian.
Saree is probably the oldest known form of clothing that is still
existing and just as popular today as it was a millennia ago.Saree
has the ability to raise the elegance of a woman for which in the

modern world,even the foreigners are learning the art of wearing a

fancy garments. Snehadrita Chakraborty

saree and most of them are choosing saree over other ‘ .fé ﬁg

Class1B

EVOLUTION

The secret behind saree being the ever changing attire is its evolution
which occurred gradually making it a living and a constantly growing
garment as it is rightly said "where there is life there is growth".

So, evolution still kept the saree alive and helped it to grow over

the years.

Class 5 A
The name saree emerged from an ancient garment called the sattika which is mentioned
in the early Hindu scriptures. Sattika is a word derived from the ancient word for a strip
of cloth-sati. The garment then comprised three pieces of unstitched cloth called the
antariya, uttariya and the stanpatta.

While antariya was worn around the waist, the uttariya was draped
around the head and shoulders. The stanpatta which is also mentioned
as kanchuki in the Hindu epics, was used to cover the breasts. This
garment left the midriff and shoulders bare that could be covered by the

uttariya.The antariya was worn much like the dhoti is

worn today. It later evolved into a ghaghra like garment
called the bhairnivasani. Uttariya can be compared

to the present day chunri and dupatta which is still

Monjini Singha Roy
Class11C

worn to cover the shoulders, chest and often the
head and face.

%

Debduti Ghosh
Class11C
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Many carvings and wall paintings portray how Indian women dressed in

the 2nd and 1st century BC. The evidences suggest that the women of
different classes and castes wore their garments differently.The origin

of a garment similar to saree or a fabric drape around a woman.can

be traced back to Indus Valley Civilization which came.into existence

during 2800-1800 BC around the north western part.of India.One

can also trace mentions of a garment like saree in early Buddhist

Pali and Jain scripts during the 6th century BC. {V;I'-”Iﬂonnég'rsha Dey '
Class1B

In ancient Tamil poetry like Silappadhikaram and

Kadambari by Banabhatta, women have been described

in exquisite sarees.Traditionally women wore various types

of handloom sarees like cotton, silk, ikkat, embroidered,block

print and tie and dye fabrics. Apart from these there are brocade

silk sarees also available like Banarasi, Gadwall, Paithani, Kanchipuram,

Mysore, Bhagalpuri, Chanderi, Maheshwari, Mekhela, Uppada and

Tanaya Paul Narayan pet etc.
Class 7 A

With the passage of time, the two pieces of cloth morphed into a
single piece of cloth. One end was pleated and draped around the
waist the other was used to cover the chest and the head. The earliest
sarees were worn like.a-dhoti, much like the Maharashtrians wear it
even today.

Pam m) )

PORAPES

A saree is being draped in different states of India. Bengali style is

worn without pleats where the saree.is wrapped in an anti-clockwise
way around the waist.and then draped the second time in clockwise
direction. Because there are-no pleats involved the loose end of this
drape is a lot'longer which goes around the body on the left shoulder.

After the drape on the shoulder there is enough cloth left to cover one’s

head as well.
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The modern style of draping the saree originates from the Tagore
family. Rabindranath Tagore's elder brother Satyendranath's wife
Jnanadanandini Devi came up with this new and unique style of saree
draping after she had stayed in Bombay. This style of draping required
a chemise (old name for a blouse) and a petticoat which was supposed
to be worn under the saree. The extra layering covered a woman's
feminine parts perfectly and made it possible for the women to come
out of their quarters named Purdah in this attire. Ap;’ajita Sarkér

Class 8 B

" Nepali drape -Nepal has different varieties of draping in this outfit,

and the most common amongst all is the Nivi style draped Sari.The Awadhi and

Bhojpuri community wears the sari with the pallu being sedha like the Gujarati drape.

The Mithila community has its own traditional drape name Maithili drapes which is like the
Purniea and Madhubani drapes, but today these drapes are rarely seen and most sarees are

worn with pailus in front or in the nivi style.

Rajbanshi community women would wear their sari with no choli or a
blouse and would tie the sari below the neck which would resemble
draping towel. In modern India, no one really wears her drapes in

sari this way, and today Bengali and nivi drapes are more popular.

The nivi drape was made popular in Nepal by the Ranas and the Shah
royals. Himalayan Style drape - The saree from Himalayan region are
called Kulluvi Patta. This is a traditional form of woollen saris generally

s s worn in Himachal Pradesh, a similar variation of this saree also worn in
Anjali Prajapati

Class 8 A ) 2 } L . :
T community. This style of draping the sari is popular in Maharashtra and

Uttarakhand. Maratha style drape - This style also differs in each

in Goa. Because of Indian cinema,this style of draping has become very famous and is also trending

‘|th Maharashtrian brides for their wedding. Pin Kosuvam style - This is a typical drape for the
Wfomen living in Tamil Nadu Madisar drape - This drape is very typical for-the lyer/lyengar Brahmin
adies fram Tamil Nadu. Traditionally, this drape needed a 9 yard sari. Nauvani drape - This drape
rese:nbies a male Maharashtrian dhoti. There are many societal and regional variations of this
drape availablg. This drape requires a 9 yard sari and the ends of this drape are then passed over

<he shoulder.and upper body. This style of draping the sari is called _Navvari and it is also called
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With the invasion of the Muslims, the attire of the Hindus underwent a

change. The Muslim influences absterged the convention of bare chest
and the women universally started wearing a garment to cover the
chest and the shoulders. This is also the time when the stitched Shreejita Chakraborty
garment was introduced. According to Hindu traditions, the stitched Class 12 A
garment was considered unholy, especially during cooking, performing rituals, etc. This practice
still exists in some parts of the country and maybe one of the reasons why the saree has survived
so many millennia.Perhaps the greatest influence on the saree came from the British.

When the British women arrived in india, the Indian women still wore
6 yards of grace draped around their body without any blouse or petticoat.
The British influence on saree made the Indian women wear saree with a

petticoat and a blouse and this became the convention for generations.

Medha Sarkhel
Class 11 B

THE DYNAMIC ATTIRE

A saree is not just a garment, it upholds an identity and heritage

that will be preserved for generations. The dynamic attire launched
its dynamism years back and is still a part of dynamism as the beauty
and the grace that a saree defines scores over the delicacy of all the

Anuska Bhattacharya
Class 4 A

other garments. The journey of this beautifully draped garment
commenced with cotton. Cotton was first cultivated and then woven
in the subcontinents of India around 5th Millennium BC. The woven cotton became veér 'b_i‘g
during this era with women to hide their modesty. Due to this, the weavers started ma:klné
those fabrics of different colors and dyes that were used for it and they were Indigo,

turmeric, lac and red madder. These dyes are still in use for

organic cotton fabrics.Years later with the advent of the foreigners, the
rich Indian women started asking the artisans to use expensive stones,
gold threads to make exclusive saris for the strata, which couldimake

them stand out, clearly. But sari did remain unbiased as a garment and

PR L fumm  was adapted by each strata, in it’s own way. That was the beauty of the

Class3B garment, that still remains. With the dawning of industrialisation in India,
of
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synthetic dyes made their official entry. Local traders started
importing chemical dyes from other countries and along came
the unknown techniques of dyeing and printing, which gave Indian

saris a newunimaginable variety. The development of textiles in India

started reflecting in the designs of the saris when they started including
figures, motifs, flowers etc. With the increasing foreign influence, sari
became the first Indian international garment.What started as India's

first seamless'garment, went onto become the symbol of Indian feminity.

M@DERN SAREE

Tagore rightly pointed out that nothing can be termed as modern if it is
modern for a specific period of time rather that is modern which is
modern for generations. Saree is still modern even in the age of skirts,
jeans and shorts. The modern saree has evolved over the years and is a

culmination of many different influences. Traditionally, the sarees were

Annesha Laha
Class11C

made of cotton or silk only.

Now, of course, we have many different materials that are used to create

these six yards of elegance. While the dyes that were used traditionally

were only natural dyes, now, our colour palette has been enhanced by
chemical dyes and colours. Influences from across the globe have changed
the traditional designs, patterns and palettes. The Whole world has

Adrija Dasgupta
Class 7B

accepted the gravity of a saree. Every region of India has its own special
sarees although they have variations in material, designs and patterns. A
historian of saree and a recognized textile scholar named Rta Kapur Chishti
has documented 108 ways of wearing a saree in her book named "Saris: Tradition and Beyond".
Rta Kapur Chishti calls the saree a "magical unstitched garment" that is very well suited for the
blazing heat of the Indian subcontinent keeping in mind the modest dressing style of the two
major communities that are Hindus and Muslims.Thus, Saree is a timeless classic that will never

lose its reign. T . ™ —

Mrs. Subha  Mrs. Suchismita Mrs. Srijita Mrs. Kasturi
Sengupta Dey Sanyal Mahato
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THE DURGA WITHIN

Jaya Jaya He Mahishasura Mardini
Ramya Kapardini Shaila Suthe

This couplet is a part of Sri Mahishasura Mardini stotram, composed by the great sage

Adi Shankaracharya around 810 AD, which can literally be translated as '"Victory to you,

the slayer of the demon Mahishasura." This stotram is an inseparable part of Durga puja which
is the symbol of the good winning over the evil. Mythology states that this festival marks the
victory of Goddess Durga over the demon Mahishasura.

This is the festival of acknowledging the presence of Goddess Shakti in women, which makes
life possible on Earth. In this patriarchal society, we worship Devi Durga as ‘Shakti Rupeno
Sangsthitha' to show the whole society is not only devoted to male power, rather there's a
bigger role for women to play, as there was in the ancient time, when all the Gods failed and
sought help from Maa Durga to regain their throne and power.

Ayigiri-nandini Nanditamedini viswa-vinodini nandanute
Girivaravindyasiro dhinivasini Vishnu-vilasini Jishnunute
Bhagavathi hae shiti kantha kutumbini bhuri-kutumbini bhurikruthe

Jaya Jaya hey Mahishasura Mardini.

Salutations to Goddess Mahishasura Mardini,

The daughter of mountain, gives joy to the
Universe, the one who is praised by Nandi

Residing on the peaks of Vindhya mountains, Who

gives joy to Vishnu, the one who ispraised by Indra

Who is none other than Bhagavathi, the consort of
the blue-throated lord Shiva, who has all the great
creation as a family, who controls the creation,

perseverance, and destruction

Victory to you, victory to you, the destroyer of
Mahishasura.

The main purpose of the stotram is to worship Shakti and express all her powers and ‘show
how she defeated Mahishasura. But why a woman? Why did not the great sage

Adi Shankaracharya introduce a male God, because that would have been more believable,
living in the typical Indian society disregarding the eras where women have always been-in

in the suffering side.
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How many incidents do we hear of women taking up the trident and saving herself from
demonic oppression? Sitting in the Himalayas in 810 AD maybe Shankaracharya guessed

that the coming centuries are not going to witness Earth as a safe haven for women, rather

a burning hell. So, a great story with a majestic grandeur is needed to keep the so called
"second sex" inspired, a spectacular story that can supply the motivational fuel to the idea

of women empowerment. It is well known that Devi Durga transformed herself into many
different avatars depending on the situation she was presented with. Women mirror this

trait in everyday life, smoothly transitioning from wife to mother, employee to sister.

A woman performs a number of roles in the family, community and in the wider social system.
Just like Devi Durga, they are able to handle all the situations, everywhere.

Taliban is now one of the major threats not only in Afghanistan, but also to the world. According
to the Islamic rule, the power and the rights of the women in Afghanistan are being restricted.
Women are not supposed to work outside, they are not allowed to talk to men, except their
family members. The Kabul University has banned all the women including students, teachers,
staffs from university campus. The Talibanhas already announced many restrictions on women.
Such as, women should not appear in the streets without a blood relative or without wearing a
burga, women should not wear high-heeled shoes as no man should hear a woman's footsteps,
they must not speak loudly in public as no stranger should hear a woman’s voice.The list is
getting longer. Many women in Kabul and other provinces are protesting against this Talibani
rules. The female students are protesting outside the university to get back all the rights.

But the Taliban, who has not responded to the allegations, warned that such protests are illegal.
We fear, if this concept spreads towards the other countries, what would be its effect? Is it that
gender equality or women empowerment we are talking about? Afghan women are in threat.
They are trying to fly away from their homeland. The Afghanistan independent Human Rights
Commission (AIHRC) Recently estimated that nearly a million of Afghani people have been
displaced in the past few months. The Afghan ministry of refugees and Repatriations estimates
that nearly 70% of the displaced are women and children. Famous Afghan pop star Aryana
Sayeed, Afghan filmmaker Sahraa Karimi has already fled away. The whole world has seen the
situation of Afghanistan in the Karimi's viral video of running on Kabul street. Afghan students
are now requesting Indian government to grant their visas, they are trying to leave their own

country for getting better and safe environment for living.
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They are seeking help from India. Students from Afghanistan studying at Pune University are
not willing to go back totheir country after the Taliban takeover and want to stay in India.
Farzana Amiri isione of them. She has given interview to the media and shared her worries
about the current worst situation of her family as well as her motherland. Arif, the student of
APG Shimla'University, has expressed the same view as Farzana to the media. Another
studént Faimam is shaken by the images of the Taliban takeover of Kabul, pushing the
incumbent government and its leaders to flee. Like Farzana, Arif and Faimam, thousands of
Afghans.in India including students across the country, view the situation as the darkest
chapter in the history of Afghanistan. Some students also said that their parents have asked
them not to return and continue to live in India, in safety. Afghan students are worried about
their stay in India as.the situation gets worsen. The academic courses of these foreign
students will get over by the end of this year. What will happen next? Not only women, many
Afghan men have.lost their jobs because Taliban is against education, jobs and a life of
dignity. The above mentioned situations are so much suffocating. Isn’t it? If we compare their
situation with us, we’ll feel much better. When, one of our neighbouring nations is in threat,
the women are loosing their rights there, we, the Indians are worshipping the same women

power at the same time.

India‘is the land of women power and gender equality. We love to see our daughter in the
higher positions in the society, we proudly want our daughter to glorify our society. We all
want to see our daughter as the reflection of Devi Durga. In the period of early Vedic age,
we had names'like Lopamudra, Maitreyi and Gargi etc. Gradually, so many names are written
in the pages of Indian history who made us proud. From Rani Laxmibai to Sarojini Naidu,
from Matangini Hazra to Indira Gandhi, from the first female pilot Durba Banerjee to the first
female President of India Pratibha Patil, the names are uncountable. This tradition is going
onh. Women are shining in the field of science, sports, education, administration, politics and
where not. Ritu Karidhal, Anuradha TK and Nandini Harinath are the scientists of ISRO who
took'India into space. Kiran Bedi is one of the renowned faces in India, who was the first
woman IPS officer, later in' 2003, she also became the first woman who was appointed as the
United Nations Civil Police adviser. If we talk about sports, many new faces are coming out.
The famous cricketer Jhulan Goswami, lawn Tennis player Sania Mirza, badminton player

) Saina Nehwal, P.V. Sindhu, gymnast Dipa Karmakar - they all are representing/dndia on the
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platform. Not only famous names, there are so many lesser known female faces, who are

working for the upbringing of the women, trying to make women self-sufficient and
economically independent. In this context, we can talk about Sarbani Barman from
Sundarban. The 35 years old mother of two is the president of the village women’s group,
formed in 2013 -The Durganagar Marine Fishermen's Collective. Sarbani and her group is
trying to make identities of the local women as ‘Fisher women’ and they have successfully
done that. This women group is channelling their efforts towards a better life, in which they
can enjoy rights, access entitlements, pursue gainful livelihood and live with dignity. Let’s
discuss another story of Sundarban. The story began in the year of 2009, when a
devastating cyclone ‘Aila’ hit the land and destroyed everything there. The people of
Sundarban experienced a severe flood and destruction of the fertile croplands, the paddy
fields sank, livestock was killed. For years, they couldn’t do adequate cultivation due to
salt-encrusted soil. In that situation, a group of local women took an initiative and started
their journey by selling and distributing local cow milk. Gradually, they formed a complete
women-run organization and made themselves as important stakeholders in a potential
organic-farming driven rural economy. Devi Durga fought against the evil power with her
ten hands and weapons. In reality, the woman are fighting against the evils and glorifying
the society with their own weapons like intelligence, skills, education etc. Durga is
everywhere, in every family, in every woman. The lady, who is breaking all the social
stereotypes, is Durga. The school girl, who is refusing to get married to continue her study,
she is Durga. The girl who is facing body shaming everyday, but successfully ignores that,

is Durga. All the women are the part of Maa Durga.

We, only we can bring the changes in society. In this durga puja, let’s
pray to Maa Durga to enlighten our minds and hearts with purity of
thoughts. We hope, all the women will gain power like Devi Durga to
eradicate all the evil powers from the society. Let’s pray to make our
daughters strong enough to protect themselves by their own. It’s the
time to change the mind set of people, it’s the time to make people

realise the real meaning of Durga puja. All women are the part of .
‘Adyashakti Mahamaya'. Let’s praise them all. Mrs. Sulagna Ghatak
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LONGING TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL

Nowadays due to the pandemic situation our school classes
have been shifted to online mode. We all want to go back to
school again. As innovation has grown, so too has the manner
in which we learn new abilities. In addition to completing the
course, the doubts are also being cleared online. Before these
situations arrived it was always a big-time debate regarding
which is better online classes or offline classes and now that
almost all schools and colleges are using online modes for
teaching, there are many points of view regarding the same,
positive as well as negative. The main difference between
online and offline learning is location. With offline learning,
participants are required to travel to the training location, typi-
cally a lecture hall, college or classroom. Without understand-
ing the specific needs of a child, it is difficult to say whether
online math classes are better than offline math centres. The
choice comes down to two main factors - age and learning in-
dependence as we discuss below. For children aged 4 to 16
(KG to grade 10), a teacher is always needed. These are the
foundation years. New topics are introduced. Children will
have questions and doubts. Best learning outcomes are
achieved only if these questions and doubts are resolved im-
mediately by a teacher irrespective of the mode of class. Even
if it is being conducted online, there is a heed for dedicated
time for catering to the doubts of the students.4 to 12 years
old children require a lot more one-to-one attention and sup-
port. Often they won't voluntarily sit and learn for more than a
few minutes. So a one-to-one teacher-student arrangement is
needed to encourage and motivate children. Around age 13,
children can learn independently. They understand the seri-
ousness of studies and can stick to a schedule that has been
defined for them. So these children can log in and connect
with the best teachers online. Regardless of the age of the stu-
dent, it is an established fact that the student will get the best
quality teachers online and they would save a lot of time and
energy of travel. After this, other factors should also to be
considered. Centre-based classes often require pick-up and
drop arrangements. Having a centre that is walking distance
from your home makes the logistics significantly easier. Much
time is wasted in travelling if the centre is far away from home.
The presence of a teacher is very important for children be-
tween 4 and 16 years of age. Any learning system that does
away with a teacher for this age group is simply ineffective.
The student-teacher relationship is a strong indicator of stu-
dent learning outcomes. The teacher’s presence helps children
concentrate and work for a longer duration. Most 4 to
12-year-olds left to themselves will not opt to study. Thus the
teacher’s role is to make the class engaging and encourage
children to put in their effort. At this age, children must do
hands-on activities to learn well. The presence of a teacher
again helps facilitate such learning activities. Considering all
the factors, it is true that there is no replacement of actual
classroom environment. | am really eager to go to school and
enjoy learning with my friends, sitting in the classroom, listen-
ing to the lecture of the teacher, being in the lab - dissecting
species and conducting experiments.

ANKIT ROY IX-B
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| MISS THE SCHOOL CAMPUS

I was promoted to class 5 from class 4 and our new ses-
sion started from 1st April, 2020. Due to the disastrous
pandemic called COVID - 19, we are not able to step out
of our home and lockdown was declared. Our schools
and colleges also got closed. Our Principal and teachers
decided to conduct Online Classes so that we could con-
tinue our studies without any disruption. We are experi-
encing a new technology and are trying to get used toit.
But as the months and days are passing by, | feel very
lonely because | am unable to meet my friends and
teachers. | miss those days when my friends and | played
football in the playground, quarreled with each other,
ran in the corridors, laughed and cried for silly reasons,
shared each other’s tiffin, fought, got scolded, stood
outside the classroom as punishment. | also miss the
kind words and friendly smiles of the security guards and
every staff member of my school.

PARTHO PRATIM POPPAR VI-B

| MISS MY SCHOOL BUS

Our school is a temple of knowledge. Because of cov-
id-19 we can’t go to school for almost one and a half
year. | can see my friends, classmates and teachers only
on the screen during online classes. | miss the green
field, classrooms, school library and celebration and fes-
tivals of the school. | am bored sitting at home attending
online classes. | want to be with my friends, play in the
field and enjoy classroom teaching. | am sure all my
friends are feeling the same. | miss my school bus,sports
day and every event that is celebrated in our school. |
pray to God to end this pandemic so that we all can go
to school again.

ELAKSHI BHOWMIK V-A

BACK TO SCHOOL

away from us. We are confined in our house. Our school
has been closed since last year. | have to attend online
classes. | can't meet my friends. Also | don't come tozm
direct contact with my teachers. | really miss all of th

I miss the classroom and the school building. The play-
ground seems to call me. How | like to run and play with
my friends! | don't know how | have spent one year
away from my school. So | am eager to go back to my
school. Nothing can replace my school. | hope to return
there very soon.

PRADYUMNA SAHA li-A

The outbreak of Covid-19 has taken some valqe time
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ia The year 2021 is yet to overcome the pandemic caused by covid-19.This year, 37,000
- pujas will be organised across Bengal, including 2,509 in Kolkata,

as the fifth phase of the “Unlock’ is under way.

Some unknown facts
In the year 2019 during the six days of Durga puja i.e. Chaturthi to Navami,
metro railway carried a total of 49.5 lakh passengers. Metro railway earned
Rs. 4.8 crore in the four days i.e. Chaturthi to Navami.
BUDGET
The budget of more traditional and low-key Pujas is around Rs. 15 lakh
that for the big ones can go up to Rs. 1 crore depending on
the location, size and execution of the theme. Corporate funding
and outdoor advertising account for about 90% of the cost.

Mr. Saikat Mr. Promod Mr. Sourav
Mukherjee Das Pal

T"lc Fl’lotograph on the Covcr Fage is aFSon._ljanga Dcy, Class Il A




